Effects of synthetic kassinin on splanchnic circulation and exocrine pancreas in dogs.
Effects of intravenously administered synthetic kassinin on splanchnic circulation and exocrine pancreatic secretion were examined in six anesthetized dogs. Kassinin caused dose-related increases in the blood flow in superior mesenteric artery and portal vein, and produced an initial increase followed by a decrease in pancreatic blood flow, but did not affect the exocrine pancreatic secretion. This study demonstrates that kassinin affects splanchnic blood flow in dogs, and suggests that kassinin or a kassinin-like substance functions as a neuropeptide controlling the splanchnic circulation in mammalian species.